The Future: Keeping Easton Green and Viable

Ome thing that hasn't
changed in the 300 years since
Easton was founded: residents
love to gather oulside, whether
it is having a cup of coffes
downtown with o friend or
throwing a ball or flying a kite
in the park. Three Easton proj-
ects are in the works to create
unique new outdoor gothering
places for local residents to en-
joy for the next three centirias.

Easton Market Square

Al the north end of Wash-
ington  Street, across  from
Talbottown in Easton. there is
a bustling new market, called
Easton Market Square. Alive
with painted murals, Aower-
ing plants., and café tables,
msidents might think for a
moment they are on the back
streets of o Buropean city. Pat-
terned after the central market
concept of such highly visible

me-establish that tradition, the
effects are pervasive. As the
hubof any community, markets
provide the arena for people’s
lives to come together in alively
=etting for shopping, browsing
and social events” The aim of
the project is to provide a new
shopping scene and to build on
the already successful weekend
farmers" morket by expanding
the offerings and operating
continually - throughout the
year and during the week. Both
enterprises are camying on in
the tradition of Easton’s origi-
nal market that bumed in 1878
and they harken back to a ime
in America when food shop-
ping was integrated into village
COMMErcE.

Lehr is mo stranger to small
towns or to introducing  new
development concepts. He
grew up in Annapolis and later

Plein Air artists foumd Easton Market Square the perfect
hackdrop during this past vear®s Plein Air Festival in Easton.
Photograph conrdesy of Lekr Jeckson As sciates.

American urban markels ==
Foneuil Hall in Boston, Grand
Central Market in Mew Yok
City, Union Station in Wash-
ington, DnC., Suburban Square
in Philadelphia and Belvedere
Square in Baltimore, Easton
Market Square is o new year-
mund market featuring local
and regicnal purveyors offering
organic procuce, fmesh fowers
and gourmet fiood items.

Lehbr Jacksom, the principal
and founder of Lehr Jackson
Associates, the project’s de-
veloper said, “Historically,
markets have been at the heart
of the rewmil experience in
every cullure. When towns

wiorked with Jim Rouse of The
Rouse Company. the developer
of Easton’s Toalbottown Shop-
ping Center. After leaving the
FRouse Compaony, Lehr wes
the co-founder and principal
in Williams Jackson Ewing, a
leader in wrban planning and
mevitalization in such cities ==
Boston, Mew York, Philadel-
phia. Washington, D.C. and
Baltimore. In these projecs.
historic landmarks were mesur-
mected and their neighborhoods
were evitalizad.

Easton Market Sguare in-
cludes mumerous stores  and
sidewalk cafes with a small-
town fieel where local residents

can shop and socialize. Among
the wendors at the market are
Arbec Omchids, Chez G, Crepes
and Confections. Davon Crest
Produce, Harrison's  Liquor
Store, Joshua Tree, Just Plain
Joz, Mative Scapes Laondscap-
ing, Meopol Smoked Savories,
Muts to You, Praline Patisserie,
Seabemy Farms, Shore Gour-
met and Jean McHale.

Lehr comments. "“Cur crite-
ra for the merchants are that
they e local, unigue and fll
a vacant miche in the commu-
nity’s offerings"" The Market is
so0n o open Brasserie Bright-
well, a new indoor and cutdoor
mestaurant owned and operated
by 208 Tolbot. o popular St
Michaels restamurant. The pes-
taurant will be located on the
Weshington Street =side of the
building also occupied by Har-
r=on’s Liquors, a building that
in the past once housad o buggy
factory, automotive works and a
car dealership.

“Easton Market Sguare is
poing to make the Town of
Easton an even better place to
live." adds Kathleen Witte of
Easton, Lehr’s parner in the
project. Kathleen worked with
Lebr previously as  project
manoger for Willioms Jackson
Ewing on Union Station in
Washington, D.C.

She adds, “While the econ-
omy has slowed us down a hit,
we ame seeing this as a great
opportunity o get local and
mgional wendors imvolved in
the project. We are continually
upgrading the site. Residents
will have to stop by often to see
cur many new offerings.”

For further infiormation. visit
www.lehrjack sonassociates.
comfeaston'market-sguare.

Easton Point

While Talbot County boasts
more than 300 miles of shome-
line, the Town of Easton cur-
mently has no public access o
the waterfront. This may soon
change as communily mem-
bers explore uses for 11 acres
owned by the Town of Easton at
the end of Glenwood Avenue.
This waterfront parcel previ-
ciusly housed the town’s Public
Works Department before the
department moved o its curment
location off Glebe Foad.

According to Megan Cook.
Council Member for Ward 4 in
Easton, “This property has tne-
mendous potential. Tt would be
a welcoming community space
offering waterfront access oall
of our citizens.”

Megan has helped to orgo-
nize the citizen group evaluat-
ing the property fior public use.
The Easton Point Group is
comprised of about 15 members
mepresanting a wide mange of
interests — education. the water-
shed. and private landowners.

been allocated by Elm Street
Development,  the devel-
oper of Easton Village, for the
foothridge, as it is part of the
development plan. Easton Vil-
lage has also created a public
waterfront park that is slated
to be deeded to the Town of
Easton in the near future. Other
considerations would be how
o incorporate the plan with the
entire acreage at Easton Point.
Megan adds, “Tt is important
to keep this area a green mone”
Lomaine Gould, Director fior

The property outlined in red is the 11- acre Easton Polnt
Park, located at the end of Glenwodsd Avenue om the Tred Avon
River outside of Easton. Photegraph conriesy af The Towa of Exxion.

Becouse the site was previously
a landfill, its wells and =oil are
cumently being monitored by
the Maryland Department of
the Emvironment. The group
hopes to get results back from
the monitoring in late March to
determine the level of cleanup
that will nead to be done on the
site.

Among the considerations
for the site is to build o pe-
destrian footbridge across the
Tred Avon River. which would
connect the Esston Point site
to Easton Village. Funds hove

Porks and Recreation for the
Town of Easton, agrees. stating,
“Land is a precious commodity
in Easton, so it is important to
continue o study the demand
for various park and recreation
uzes. This property would al-
low residents to experience the
waterfront right at their back
door”

For further information
about the Easton Point project,
contact Lomaine Gould, at 4100
BI2-2525 or visit www.lown-
enstonmd.com.
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Keeping Easton Green... cantmued

Resolation Trast Property

Easton's RETC  Property.
known to some ps “Easston’s
Central Park.” is another hidden
gem on the outskirts of town.
This 58-acre parcel of land was
acquired by the Town of Easton
in 1996 after the developer of
Chapel Forms, near Route 50
and Chapel Road. went under
and the bank that acquired the
property failed. Terms of the
sale of the property required
that the land must be used pri-
marily for recreational or open
SPECE PUrPOEES,

Since 199G, the property
has been studied and o variety
of recommendations have been

meeived,  including creating
a mgional or central park to
=erve the town as o whole or
to have the land integrated into
the swmounding developments
with a small porkion set aside
for traditional park purposes.
Becouse of these conflicting
mecommendations, an advisory
board was formed in 2003 that
solicited community input on
u=es fior the site. Recommenda-
tions from a survey conducted
by the board offered a wide
amay of uses for the sike, in-
cluding an amphitheater, a po-
vilion, recreation areas. a dog

park, playgrounds, and nature
trails conpecting to a living

classroom and arboretum.

Most recently, in Jamuary
2010, the Town of Easton de-
cided to re-establish a task force
o ie-examing the issue and rec-
ommendations to date since no
congensus had occurred on the
site’s fulure use.

Kelley Malone, Council
Member for Ward One, man
her campaign on resumecting
this park issue. She comments,
“Many people don’t even know
this pamel of lands exists.
With childhood obesity on the
rise, mational park attendance
declining, and the stressors of
modem life, it becomes increas-

ingly important o have public
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24 N. Washington St. - Esston, MD
Office: (410)

arfyiza huntirg prop

bl S
for a four bedroom residence.

TT0-9255
Fax: (410) 819-8895

&

Dnmmnlrhlmu Mnﬁrﬂmawﬂaﬂmﬂﬁm na&rﬂxhrd Maryland. This 108+ acre progp-

and would be an excallent aquestrian estats, Thare ie approximataly
waterfrontage on desirable lsland Craek. Property i also subdivided into four waterfrant
lote and tvo inland parcels that can ks purchassd ndividually: Each waterfront kot is perk approwved

BRIAN GEARHART

briangearhart & gosaston.net
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 pum. [E

Litl:e York Farm

|"'||

-"'—""" g Island Creek
WATERFRONT
LOTS
FOR SALE
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Neopol Smoked Savories imside Easton Market Square
offers Bavorful gourmet seafood entrees and appetizers for
every oocason. Mhotegraph courtesy of Lebir Jockson Awocictes,

gathering places for play, relax-
ation, and opportunities o ex-
plore our natural envimonment.”

Kelley encourages local
msidents to come b a public
planning session on April 17
from | b0 4 pm. at the Easton
High School Cafeteria to share
their ideas sbout uwses they
would like to see fior the RTC
property. The project will be
phased in with Phase One be-
ing implemented ower the next
bwio years, with Phoses Five and
Six being implemented ower the
next five to seven years. Prog-
mss in each phase depends on
idemtifying funding soumes,

Lorraine Gould, comments.
“The KTC property is o gem.
the Tamyard Branch Stream on
the property is beautiful. We
need to keep it pristine for resi-
dents toenjoy for meany years to
come.”

She adds. “With both of
these properties, we need to
come together and carefully

weigh the needs brought forth””

According o the curment
draft of the Town of Easton's
Comprebenzsive Flan, a green
infrastructure refiers to the sys-
tem of parks ond open spaces in
a community, as well as link-
ages or connections bebween
these areas. The Flan goes on
to sz that a community’s green
infrastructure supports its eco-
logical Functions and is impor-
tant for making communities
more viahle.

According  to  Maoureen
Soott-Taylor, Director of Eco-
nomic Development for the
Town of Esston, “We want to
maintain good paying jobs, a
healthy retail environment and
a place for pecple o enjoy lei-
sume ectivities. These projects
have all threa."

For  further information
about the RTF project, contact
Lomaine Gould, of 410-822-
2525 or visit www.lown-east-
onmd com.
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Seaberry Farms offers an array of fresh, affordable bou-
quets daily. Phosegraph courtasy gf Lekr fackuon Assecimies.
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